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Time: 2 Hours                    Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                      1x12 = 12 

a) Write a note on the transition from silent to sound films and the radical effect of sound 

on the film industry.  

b) “...the forces weighing down Indian cinema are special and massive”. What does 

Chidananda Das Gupta mean by this? Explain. 

c) Summarize Satyajit Ray’s experience as a director as narrated by him in the 

Introduction to Our Films Their Films. 

d) “When I look back on the making of Pather Panchali, I cannot be sure whether it has 

meant more pain to me than pleasure.” – Why does Satyajit Ray say this? Discuss. 

 

UNIT II & III 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:                                                      1 x 12= 12          

a) Critically comment on any three shifts in the process of the transcultural adaptation 

of Shakespeare’s Macbeth to Vishal Bharadwaj’s Maqbool. 

b) How does Vishal Bhardwaj’s Haider (2014) perform a situation of political insurgency? 

c) What are “lost in translations” in David Lean's 1984 trans-medial adaptation (film) of 

Forster's 1924 novel A Passage to India? 

d) How does Francis Ford Coppola's Apocalypse Now depict southeast Asia and how far 

does it parallel Conrad's Africa? Discuss. 
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UNIT IV 

3.  Answer any four of the following questions:                                                     4 x 4 =16 

a) Discuss the impact of George Eastman’s ‘Kodak’ on film shooting.  

b) What does Satyajit Ray say about the relative importance of the writer and the                  

director in respect of cinema? 

c) What is Ray’s observation about “permissiveness” in cinema? Elucidate. 

d) What does Das Gupta mean by an “entertainment formula” in ‘Indian Cinema Today’?  

e) How do the astrologer-cops approximate the witches in Maqbool? 

f) How is the cave scene filmed in Lean's A Passage to India (1984)? 

g) Why does Haider, in the end, not entertain Khurram’s repeated pleas to end his life? 

h) Write a short note on Captain Benjamin Kilgore as portrayed in the film Apocalypse 

Now. 
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