
  

 

M.A. 3rd Semester Examination, 2022 

ENGLISH 

Course Code:  ENG/304/C                                                                                        Course ID: 30354 

Course Title: Literary Theory II 

Time: 2 hours                 Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                        1x12 = 12 

a) Discuss how Edward Said in the first chapter of his book Orientalism, elaborates on the 

idea that “the relationship between Occident and Orient is a relationship of power”. 

b) Discuss how Spivak deals with the ethical problems in representing subalternity in her 

essay ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’. 

c) Why, according to Fanon, “decolonization is always a violent phenomenon”? Discuss 

with reference to the chapter ‘Concerning Violence’ in The Wretched of the Earth. 

d) What does Fanon say about the role of the native intellectuals during the process of 

decolonization in the chapter ‘Concerning Violence’ in The Wretched of the Earth? 

UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:               1x12 = 12                         

a) How does Judith Butler propose the meaning of gender as different from the existing 

norm in the “Preface” to Gender Trouble? 

b) “Performativity is not a singular act, but a repetition and a ritual.” – What does Judith 

Butler mean by this statement? 

c) “Ecocriticism is, then, an avowedly political mode of analysis …. Ecocritics generally tie 

their cultural analyses explicitly to a ‘green’ moral and political agenda.” – Discuss.  

d) “The profession of English must ‘redraw the boundaries’” – Discuss after Glotfelty the 

global environmental crisis and your response to it.  



  

 

UNIT III 

3.  Answer any four of the following short questions:                                                  4x4=16 

a) How does Edward Said distinguish between pure and political knowledge? 

b) Why does Spivak criticise the Subaltern Studies Group? 

c) What does Fanon mean when he says “In the colonies the economic substructure is 

also a superstructure.”? 

d) What does Manichaeism signify in a colonial context? 

e) “Normative” according to Judith Butler, “clearly has at least two meanings”. Briefly 

explore the meanings of “normative” after Judith Butler.  

f) What does Butler mean by the term “‘reality’ of gender”? 

g) How did the taxonomic name of the green branch of literary studies evolve?  

h) “Below was a welcoming planet…That’s where life is; that’s where all the good stuff 

is.” – Who says this and how does the statement communicate a powerful 

forewarning? 
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