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Course ID: 30354 

Literary Theory – II 

Time: 2 hours                 Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks 

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                   (1 x 12= 12) 

a) “Orientalism is nothing more than a structure of lies or of myths”. Critically 

comment with reference to the first chapter of Said’s Orientalism. 

b) Why does Spivak conclusively argue that “the subalterns cannot speak”? 

c) Analyse Fanon’s views on decolonization on the basis of the first chapter on 

violence in his book The Wretched of the Earth. 

d) According to Fanon decolonization is a ‘bottom up’ emancipatory project. Discuss. 

UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:                                                   (1 x 12= 12)          

a) Examine Butler’s Preface to Gender Trouble as a critique of identity politics. 

b) What does Judith Butler mean by "opening up possibilities" for gender in Preface to 

Gender Trouble? Explain.  

c) At the heart of ecocriticism is “a commitment to environmentality from whatever 

critical vantage point” – Discuss.  



d) How does Glotfelty define ecocriticism? Trace after her the birth of environmental 

literary studies and its future.  

UNIT III 

3.  Answer any four of the following questions:                                                (4 x4= 16) 

a) Comment on what Edward Said means by “flexible positional superiority” 

b) “...white men are saving brown women from brown men.” -- Comment critically.  

c) “The last shall be first and the first last.” Why does Fanon say this? 

d) “The colonial world is a world divided into compartments.” Elucidate.  

e) What does Butler mean by "in-betweenness" of Identity of a transsexual person?  

f) What does Butler say regarding "French Feminism" in her Preface to Gender 

Trouble? 

g)  Who was Time Magazine’s Person of the Year for the year 1989? Why is the 

awardee referred to, in ‘Literary Studies in an Age of Environmental Crisis’? 

h) “If you were to scan the newspaper headlines of the same period, you would learn 

of...” – What headlines does Glotfelty refer to and why? 
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