
  

 

M.A. 3rd Semester Examination, 2022 

ENGLISH 

Course Code:  ENG/303/C                                                                                        Course ID: 30353 

Course Title: Literary Theory I  

Time: 2 hours                 Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                        1x12 = 12 

a) Discuss how Gramsci elaborates on the relationship between the intellectual and the 
society. 

b) Discuss how “resonance” seeks to trace back the materiality of the production of 
objects and its being in the world in conventional museum displays.   

c) Explore the connections between religious communities and nationalism as traced by 
Benedict Anderson. How according to Anderson could nationalism supplant religious 
communities?  

d) Critically discuss the differences between the dynastic realm and the nation-state as 
political systems. With which two forms of imagining does Benedict Anderson link the rise 
of the nation in the eighteenth century?   

 
UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:               1x12 = 12                         

a) How does Stuart Hall theorise his central arguments in the essay ‘Cultural Identity and 

Diaspora’? 

b) Critically explain how Stuart Hall postulates that Caribbean diasporic identities cannot 

be understood without analysing “the traumatic character of ‘the colonial experience’”. 

c) Why does Vijay Mishra believe “All diasporas are unhappy?” Discuss. 

d) State the different meanings of “nationhood” for a diasporic subject as argued by Vijay 

Mishra. 



  

 

UNIT III 

3.  Answer any four of the following short questions:                                                 4x4 =16 

a) How does Gramsci distinguish between intellectuals and non-intellectuals?  

b) How, according to Greenblatt, “wounded artefacts” bear the testimony of the violence 

of history? 

c) How does Benedict Anderson define nationalism? Comment on the role of “imagination” 

in this definition. 

d) Briefly comment on any one way in which print-languages laid the bases for national 

consciousness according to Benedict Anderson.   

e) What does Vijay Mishra mean by “non-hyphenated identities”? 

f) How does Mishra categorize the “‘old’ and the ‘new’ Indian diasporas”? 

g) “I use the word ‘play’ because the double meaning of the metaphor is important” – 

Comment in brief.  

h) “But, like everything which is historical, they undergo constant transformation” – Briefly 

explain what Stuart Hall is referring to here. 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 

 


