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Unit – I 

 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                         1x12= 12 

 

a) The central argument of Gramsci’s essay ‘The Formation of the Intellectuals’ is that 

the notion of “the intellectuals” as a distinct social category independent of class is a 

myth. Discuss.  

b) Discuss how does the conventional form of museum evoke wonder and resonance? 

c) Discuss after Benedict Anderson the relationship between nationalism and print 

capitalism. How is it relevant in the context of India? 

d) Why, according to Benedict Anderson, should nationalism not be read in 

 continuity with any other “-ism”? Discuss. 

 

Unit – II 

 

2. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                         1x12= 12 

 

a) “Diaspora identities are those which are constantly producing and reproducing 

themselves anew, through transformation and difference” – Critically elucidate Hall’s 

theoretical stance with reference to his essay ‘Cultural Identity and Diaspora.’  

b)  “They had the power to make us see and experience ourselves as the other” – How 

did this, according to Hall, affect Caribbean diasporic imagination?  



c) What does Mishra mean by “impossible mourning”? How does he bring 

Psychoanalytic Criticism to explain diasporic angst? 

d) Discuss the uniqueness of South Asian Diaspora. 

 

Unit – III 

 

3. Answer any four of the following short questions:                                                4x4= 16 

a) What does Gramsci mean when he says “Homo faber cannot be separated from Homo   

sapiens?”. 

b) Write briefly on how Gramsci elaborates on the relationship between Intellectuals and 

the world of Production.  

c) How does wonder set thinking in motion? Discuss with reference to Greenblatt’s 

‘Resonance and Wonder.’ 

d) Critically analyse after Anderson any one difference between the dynastic realm and 

the nation state. 

e) Why according to Anderson has the “anonymous martyr” emerged as an appealing 

constant in the imagery of nationalism across nation-states? 

f) “They could not speak English and were not interested in the land where they 

lived…they continually talked of going back to India”- Explain. 

g) Examine briefly the title ‘The Diasporic Imaginary: Theorizing the Indian Diaspora.’ 

h) Why does Hall compare the diasporic tendency of “return to the beginning” with “The 

Imaginary” in Lacan? 
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