
  

 

M.A. 3rd Semester Examination, 2022 

ENGLISH 

Course Code:  ENG/302/C                                                                                        Course ID: 30352 

Course Title: Literary Criticism: Theory and Interpretation - II 

Time: 2 hours                 Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                       1x12 = 12 

a) Examine critically Wordsworth’s statement that poetry “takes its origin from emotion 

recollected in tranquility”. 

b) Examine critically Coleridge’s view on metre and how it is connected with his basic 

concept of poetry. 

c) Why does Arnold in ‘The Study of Poetry’ think that poetry is going to take the place of 

religion in Victorian England? 

d) Discuss after T. S. Eliot the problems evident in Shakespeare’s Hamlet but not in 

Macbeth as presented in ‘Hamlet and His Problems’. 

UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:               1x12 = 12                         

a) Discuss how authorship is socially constructed, and history and culture specific in ‘What 

is an Author?’. 

b) Why does Derrida think that the idea of centre as a structuring principle is precarious 

and unstable? 

c) Which writers and movements does Roland Barthes believe have emphasized language 

over authorship? Discuss in detail. 

d) In his essay ‘Death of the Author’, Roland Barthes shows that the meaning of a text is 

not owned and fixed by the author’s intent. Comment. 
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UNIT III 

3.  Answer any four of the following short questions:                                              4 x 4 = 16 

a) Why did Wordsworth choose “humble and rustic life” as proper subjects for poetry? 

b) According to Coleridge “...a poem of any length neither can be, nor ought to be all poetry”. 

Elucidate.  

c) What are the three “estimates” that Arnold proclaims in ‘The Study of Poetry’? 

d) Do you think Eliot’s destructive criticism of Shakespeare’s Hamlet is more of a tribute than a 

denunciation? 

e) How is the discourse of authorship related to “juridical and institutional system”? 

f) What does Derrida mean by “bricolage”? 

g) What does Barthes mean when he says that “text is not a line of words releasing a single 

theological meaning”? 

h) What does Roland Barthes say about Greek Tragedy in his essay ‘Death of the Author’? 
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