
 

 

M.A. 3rd Semester Examination, 2021 

ENGLISH 

Course Code:  302C 

Course ID: 30352 

Literary Criticism: Theory and Interpretation - II 

Time: 2 hours                 Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks 

 

Unit-I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                               1x12 =12 

a) Comment critically on Wordsworth’s views on language of poetry as 

enunciated by him in ‘Preface’ to the Lyrical Ballads. 

b) “It dissolves, diffuses, dissipates in order to recreate.” Discuss the relation 

between Primary and Secondary imagination in the light of Coleridge’s 

statement in Chapter XIII of Biographia Literaria. 

c) What makes Arnold assign such an important role to poetry? Discuss with close 

reference to ‘The Study of Poetry.’ 

d) How does Eliot classify critics in ‘To Criticize the Critic’? In which category does he 

place himself? 

UNIT-II 

 

2. Answer any one of the following questions:                                               1x12 =12 

a) Barthes argues that many writers have long since attempted to loosen the strangle 

hold of authorship. Discuss with reference to the essay ‘The Death of the Author’. 

b) In his essay, ‘The Death of the Author’, Roland Barthes shows that the meaning of a 

text is not owned and fixed by the author’s intent. Discuss. 



 

 

c) What are the functions played by the author in a text? Discuss with reference 

to Foucault's ‘What is an Author?’ 

d) Discuss how Derrida exposes the limitations of the structuralist mode of thinking in 

‘Structure, Sign and Play’. 

Unit-III 

3. Answer any four of the following questions:                                                          4 x 4 = 16 

a) According to Wordsworth metre in poetry is a super addition. Do you agree? 

Discuss. 

b) “Things identical must be convertible”. In which context does Coleridge say 

this? Explain briefly. 

c) Comment on Arnold's assessment of Chaucer as a poet. 

d) How does Eliot classify critics in ‘To Criticize the Critic’? In which category does he 

place himself? 

e)  Who is Stéphane Mallarmé and what does Roland Barthes say about him? 

f) “A text’s unity lies not in its origin but in its destination.” Discuss with reference to the 

context. 

g) What does Foucault say about “founders of discursivity”? 

h) What does Derrida mean by “transcendental signified”? 
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