
  

 

M.A. 3rd Semester Examination, 2022 

ENGLISH 

Course Code:  ENG/301/C                                                                                        Course ID: 30351 

Course Title: Literary Criticism: Theory and Interpretation - I 

Time: 2 hours                 Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                      1x12 = 12 

a) Discuss after Plato how poetry should be used as a tool to promote the idea of Justice 

in the ideal republic. 

b) How does Plato distinguish between “appearance” and “reality” in The Republic? 

c) What are the basic features of Aristotle’s definition of tragedy in his Poetics? Discuss 

the six elements of tragedy. 

d) How does Longinus address the subject of “thought” and “emotion” in his On the 

Sublime? 

UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:               1x12 = 12                         

a) Does Apology for Poetry constitute a mere rejoinder to Stephen Gosson? Evaluate 

Philip Sidney’s contribution as an early English thinker on imaginative literature with 

reference to this text. 

b) How does Sidney compare the imprint of poetry to a study of the natural sciences? 

What according to him constitutes the special epistemological value of poetry? 

c) What according to Pope is the role of a critic? 

d) “First follow Nature.” – What does Pope mean by this statement? Discuss. 

P.T.O. 

 



  

 

UNIT III 

3.  Answer any four of the following short questions:                                          4 x 4 = 16 

a) Why does Plato discuss the opening of Homer’s Iliad? 

b) Why does Plato narrate the Myth of Er? 

c) What are the two kinds of plot according to Aristotle? Which is better, and why? 

d) What are "recognition" (anagnorisis) and "reversal" (peripeteia)? 

e) What according to Longinus constitutes “grandeur of thought”? 

f) What turn does Sidney give to the conceptual category of mimesis or “imitation” in 

his Apology for Poetry?  

g) On what occasion does Pope mention the spur and the curb? 

h) How does Pope illustrate his statement, “A little learning is a dang’rous thing”, in An 

Essay on Criticism? 
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