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Answer all the questions. 

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                           1 x 12 = 12 
 

a) “King Lear depicts a crisis of royal authority, but it also illustrates ways in which a king’s 

subjects can respond to such a crisis”. – Discuss. 

b) Would you agree with the statement that “the Fool in Shakespeare's King Lear is none 

other than Cordelia herself”? Justify your answer.  

c) Critically comment on the construction of Cleopatra’s character in Antony and 

Cleopatra in the context of Elizabethan conventions. 

d) Analyse the politics of representation of the two cities, Alexandria and Rome, in 

Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra. 

UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:                                                        1 x 12 = 12         

a) Discuss Coleridge's contribution to Shakespeare criticism in English. How does 

Coleridge make correlations between his aesthetics and his criticism of Shakespeare? 

b) Why, according to Catherine Belsey, is the disruption of sexual difference so amply 

evident in Elizabethan narratives and plays? Discuss, with reference to any two 

moments of fluid sexual identities in Shakespeare’s comedies. 



c) “In the theatre ‘we do not challenge them. We accept; we agree; these are the 

conventions’”. – Discuss. 

d) How does John Drakakis propose to read Shakespeare in the introduction to Alternative 

Shakespeares? Explore any two ways in which these proposed methods represent 

alternatives to the normative history of Shakespeare criticism. 

UNIT III 

3.  Answer any four of the following questions:                                                    4 x 4 = 16 

a) What does Gloucester mean when he says: ‘‘Might I but live to see thee in my touch, / 

I’d say I had eyes again”? 

b) "Nothing will come of nothing". – Explain with reference to the context.  

c)  Antony 

      Shall be brought drunken forth, and I shall see 

      Some squeaking Cleopatra boy my greatness 

      I’th’posture of a whore.  

   – Explain with reference to the context. 

d) How, according to Dr. Johnson, does Shakespeare “represent general (human) 

nature”? 

e) What does Dr. Johnson observe about the unities of time and place in Shakespeare's 

plays? 

f) Briefly comment on any one shift in the meaning of family as reflected in the sixteenth 

century English portrait paintings according to Catherine Belsey. 

g) “The shipwrecks (were) so important for romance plots but so difficult to present at 

the Globe”. – Discuss. 

h) Discuss the convention associated with the shifting of location during the staging of 

plays in Elizabethan times.   
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