
 
  

 

             M.A. 1st Semester Examination, 2021 

ENGLISH 

Course Code:  104C 

Course ID: 10354 

British Drama II (20th Century) 

Time: 2 hours                 Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks 

                                                                     

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                     (1x12=12) 

a) Comment on George Bernard Shaw, the anti-romantic, with reference to Candida. 

b) The title Candida: A Mystery emphasises the singular importance of Candida and is 

also a tool for the playwright’s propaganda. Discuss.  

c) “The subject of the play is not Godot but waiting, the act of waiting as an essential 

and characteristic aspect of the human condition.” – Discuss the validity of the 

statement with reference to Beckett’s Waiting for Godot. 

d) Comment on the dramatic significance of Lucky-Pozzo episode in Waiting for 

Godot. 

UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:                                                     (1x12=12)          

a) Is Jimmy an offensive neurotic who needs professional care, or a rebel without a 

cause? Substantiate your views with textual illustrations. 

b) How far does Osborne’s Look Back in Anger mirror the social tensions of the 1950s? 

c) Explore the politics of memory and silencing in the context of early nineteenth 

century Ireland with reference to Brian Friel’s Translations. 

d) Comment on the role of the translator in Brian Friel’s Translations. 

 



 
  

 

UNIT III 

3.  Answer any four of the following questions:                                                               (4x4=16) 

a) “When I am thirty, she will be forty-five. When I am sixty, she will be seventy-five.”: 

Explain with reference to the context. 

b) Why does Marchbanks need “a tiny shallop to sail away in?” 

c) Comment on any two metatheatrical elements in Waiting for Godot. 

d) Bring out the significance of Lucky’s dance in a net. 

e) “Well, for twenty years, I’d lived a happy uncomplicated life and suddenly, this—this 

spiritual barbarian—throws down the gauntlet at me.” Explain with reference to the 

context. 

f) Write a brief note on Jimmy’s Jazz trumpet. 

g) Why do you think Manus does not leave Baile Beag?  

h) Which subjects are taught at the hedge-school in Brian Friel’s Translations? Mention 

the polyglots in the play and the languages they know. 
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