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UNIT I  

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                        1 x 12= 12 

(a) Comment on the presentation of the ecclesiastical characters in the General 
Prologue to the Canterbury Tales. How critical is Chaucer of them? 
 

(b) Critically comment on Chaucer’s introductory eighteen lines of the General 
Prologue. 
 

(c) "Donne's poetics of love is a poetics of taking leave." – Discuss how the absence 
of love renders the speaker to a state of “absolute nothingness” in ‘A Nocturnal 
Upon St. Lucy's Day’. 
 

(d) “[H]ow glorious once above thy sphere” – Show how and why in Milton’s Paradise 
Lost (Book IV) the anguished predicament of Satan’s demotion is highlighted, 
though he does not admit to the same.   

UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:                                                   1 x 12= 12           

(a) Wordsworth’s The Prelude, Book I, deals with the poet’s early love of Nature and 
the growth of his consciousness of it. Discuss. 

(b) “The Prelude is a great poem, but it is also the frank autobiography of a great man.” 
How far would your reading of Book I of The Prelude substantiate this view? 

(c) Why does John Keats imagine Melancholy to be housed “in the very temple of 
Delight”? Explore with reference to ‘Ode on Melancholy’. 



(d) Does art represent realities alternative to that of “A burning forehead, and a 
parching tongue”? Discuss with special reference to John Keats’s ‘Ode on a Grecian 
Urn’. 

UNIT III  

         3.  Answer any four of the following questions:                                                  4 x4= 16   

(a) Explain with reference to the context the following lines: 

And Frenssh she spakful faire and fetisly, 

After the scole of Stratford atte Bowe, 

For Frenssh of Parys was to hire unknowe. 

(b) Explain with reference to the context the following lines: 

He was an esy man to yevepenaunce, 

Ther as he wiste to have a good pitaunce. 

For unto a povreordre for to yive 

Is signe that a man is welyshryve; 

(c) What does “the phoenix riddle” imply in Donne's ‘The Canonization’? 

(d) “[O]f worse deeds worse sufferings must ensue” – Comment in brief. 

             (e) “So, like a home-bound labourer I pursued/My way beneath the mellowing sun, 
that shed/Mild influence; nor left in me one wish/Again to bend the Sabbath of that 
time/To a servile yoke.” Explain. 

             (f) “Far better never to have heard the name/Of zeal and just ambition, than to 
live/Baffled and plagued by a mind that every hour/Turns recreant to her task” – 
Comment. 

             (g) “Then glut thy sorrow on a morning rose,/Or on the rainbow of the salt sand-wave” 
– Critically comment.  

             (h) Why is the urn termed the “foster-child of silence and slow time”? 

   

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  


