
  

 

M.A. 1st Semester Examination, 2021 

ENGLISH 

Course Code:  101C 

Course ID: 10351 

British Poetry I (From 14th to Mid 19th Century) 

Time: 2 hours                 Full Marks: 40 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks                                                              

UNIT I 

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                                                      (1x12=12) 

a)  “The humour in the Prologue is only a mask for a merciless realism.” Discuss with 

reference to the text. 

b) Comment on Chaucer’s presentation of the two women characters in the 

Prologue to the Canterbury Tales. 

c) Discuss how erotic love takes religious significance in Donne’s ‘The Canonization’. 

d) Critically elucidate how in Paradise Lost (Book IV), Satan's presence in the Garden 

of Eden as the "Artificer of fraud" (l.121) endangers the status of Adam and Eve as 

the "Blest pair" (l.774).  

UNIT II 

2.  Answer any one of the following questions:                                                     (1x12=12) 

a) “Fair seed-time had my soul, and I grew up fostered alike by beauty and by 

fear.” Discuss how ‘fear’ and ‘beauty’ fostered the growth of the speaker during 

his childhood days. 

b) Although The Prelude, is an autobiographical poem, yet it has a message for 

future generations. Discuss the statement in the light of Book I of The Prelude. 

c) How does Keats nod to the conventional associations of melancholy? What is his 

own take on the subject? Explore with reference to “Ode on Melancholy”. 

d) Can “Ode on a Grecian Urn” be read as a dialogue between the poet and the 

urn, between art and life? Analyse with reference to John Keats’ poem. 



  

 

 

UNIT III 

3.  Answer any four of the following questions:                                                (4x4=16) 

a) Explain, with reference to the context, the following lines: 

 “A Cristophere on his brest of silver sheene. 

  An horn he bar, the bawdryk was of grene. 

  A forster was he, soothly as I gesse.” 

b)  “But I am by her death (which word wrongs her)  

   Of the first nothing the elixir grown;” 

    — Contextualise and comment. 

c) “I, by Love's limbec, am the grave  

         Of all that's nothing.” 

    — Comment on the metaphor of alchemy embedded here. 

d)  Why is Satan described as "a devillish Engine" (l.17) in Paradise Lost (Book IV)?  

e) “But, oh dear Friend! 

 The poet, gentle creature as he is,  

 Hath, like the Lover, his unruly times.” –Why does the speaker say so? 

f)  “Unprofitably travelling toward the grave 

  Like a false steward who hath much received 

  And renders nothing back.”   Comment. 

g) How does the “weeping cloud” represent Keats’ evocation of melancholy? 

h) “Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard 

  Are sweeter”. – Comment. 
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