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PHILOSOPHY
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Course Title : History of Western Philosophy-I

Time : 2 Hours Full Marks : 40

The figures in the right hand margin indicate full marks.

Candidates are required to give their answers in their

own words as far as practicable.

”!Çþ’ ²Ìyhsþßþi ¢‚…Äy=!œ ²ÌöìÙÀîû ›y˜ !˜öì”ÅŸ„þÐ

þ™îû#Çþyí#Åöì”îû ëíy¢½þî !˜öì‹îû ¦þy¡ìyëû vþz_îû !”öì“þ £öìîÐ

1. Answer any five of the following questions : 2�5=10

!˜Á¬!œ!…“þ öëöì„þyöì˜y ™¤y‰þ!Ýþ ²ÌöìÙÀîû vþz_îû ”yç ­

(a) Mention two fundamental differences between matter

and form after Aristotle.

xÄy!îûÞÝþÝþœ ö„þ xy˜%¢îû’ „þöìîû vþzþ™”y˜ ç xy„þyöìîûîû ›öì•Ä ”%!Ýþ þ™yíÅ„þÄ
öœ…Ú

(b) What does Anaximander mean by indefinite matter?

x!˜!”Å¡ÜT ‹vþü îœöì“þ ~˜y!:›Äyuþyîû !„þ öîyöìGþ˜Ú
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œy£zî!˜öì‹îû !‰þêþ™îû›y’%îy” !î‰þyîûþ™)îÅ„þ xyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûÐ œy£zî!˜öì‹îû

!‰þêþ™îû›y’%îyöì”îû ¢öìD övþöì›y!e«Ýþy¢éôé~îû þ™îû›y’%îyöì”îû !„þ ö„þy˜ þ™yíÅ„þÄ

xyöìŠéÚ ö“þy›yîû vþz_öìîûîû ßþºþ™öìÇþ ë%!_« ”yçÐ

(b) What is pantheism? Discuss in detail Spinoza's

theory of substance. Do you think Spinoza's theory of

substance is one kind of pantheism? Critically

explain and give reasons in favour of your answer.

2+5+3

¢öìîÅÙ»îûîy” !„þÚ !ßþ™öì˜y‹yöìîû oîÄ “þ_ ́!îhßþy!îû“þ xyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûÐ “%þ!› !„þ

›öì˜ „þîû öë– !ßþ™öì˜y‹yîû oîÄ “þ_ ́~„þ²Ì„þyîû ¢öìîÅÙ»îûîy”Ú !î‰þyîûþ™)îÅ„þ

xyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîû ~î‚ ö“þy›yîû vþz_öìîûîû ßþºþ™öìÇþ ë%!_« ”yçÐ

(c) Write a short note on Parmenides' notion of being.

Can Parmenides' notion of being explain the change

in the phenomenal world? Discuss. 6+4

þ™yîûö ì›˜y£z!vþ¢éôé~î û ¢_y “þö ì_´îû vþ z þ™îû ~„þ!Ýþ Ýþ#„þy öœ…Ð

þ™yîûöì›˜y£z!vþ¢éôé~îû ¢_y “þ_´ !„þ £z£‹†öì“þîû þ™!îûî“Åþ˜ îÄy…Äy „þîûöì“þ

¢Çþ›Ú xyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûÐ
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(c) What, according to Plato, is the idea of the good?

ö²ÕöìÝþyîû ›öì“þ– ›Döìœîû •yîû’y !„þÚ

(d) What should Thales be given the title of the father of

philosophy?

öí!œ¢öì„þ ”ŸÅ˜Ÿyöìßþfîû ‹˜„þ îœy £ëû ö„þ˜Ú
(e) What is the fundamental difference between

Descartes' definition of Substance and Spinoza's

definition of substance?

ö”„þy“Åþ ~î‚ !ßþ™öì˜y‹y „þ“,Åþ„þ ²Ì”_ oöìîÄîû ¢‚Kþyîû ›öì•Ä þ™yíÅ„þÄ !„þÚ
(f) What is the 'intellectual love of God'?

þò²ÌKþy¢½)þ“þ úÙ»!îû„þ ö²Ì›óéôé!„þÚ
(g) Why are Leibniz's monads called 'windowless'?

œy£zî!˜öì‹îû ›˜yvþ=!œöì„þ ò†îyÇþ£#˜ó îœy £ëû ö„þ˜Ú
(h) What is Cartesian dualism?

„þyöì“Åþ‹#ëû ÷m“þîy” !„þÚ

2. Answer any four of the following questions : 5�4=20

!˜Á¬!œ!…“þ öëöì„þyöì˜y ‰þyîû!Ýþ  ²ÌöìÙÀîû vþz_îû ”yç ­

(a) Why does Descartes admit the method of doubt? Do

you think the method of doubt fulfils Descartes'

prupose. Give reasons in favour of your answer.

2�3

ö”„þy“Åþ ö„þy˜ ¢‚Ÿëû þ™kþ!“þ @ùÌ£’ „þöìîû!Šéöìœ˜Ú “%þ!› !„þ ›öì˜ „þîû öë– ¢‚Ÿëû
þ™kþ!“þ ö”„þyöì“Åþîû vþzöìjŸÄ þ™)îû’ „þîûöì“þ ¢Çþ› £öìëû!ŠéœÚ ö“þy›yîû vþz_öìîûîû
ßþºþ™öìÇþ ë%!_« ”yçÐ

(b) How does Permenides distinguish Being from not-

being?

þ™yîûöì›˜y£z!vþ¢ !„þ¦þyöìî ¢_yöì„þ x¢_y öíöì„þ þ™,í„þ „þöìîû˜Ú

(c) What according to Descartes, is the criterion of truth?

Discuss in brief.

ö”„þyöì“Åþîû ›öì“þ ¢“þÄ“þyîû ›y˜”[þ !„þÚ ¢‚öìÇþöìþ™ xyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûÐ

(d) Briefly discuss Aristotle's criticism about Plato's

theory of Idea.

xÄy!îûÞÝþÝþœ– ö²ÕöìÝþyîû •yîû’yîyöì”îû öë ¢›yöìœy‰þ˜y „þöìîûöìŠé˜ “þy ¢‚öìÇþöìþ™

xyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûÐ

(e) Discuss in brief the positive aspect of Plato's theory

of knowledge.

ö²ÕöìÝþyîû Kþy˜ “þöìcîû ¢”íÅ„þ !”„þ ¢‚öìÇþöìþ™ xyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûÐ

(f) Explain the relation between Spinoza's God with

Nature.

!ßþ™öì˜y‹yîû {Ù»îû ç ²Ì„,þ!“þîûþ ¢Áºõþ îÄy…Äy „þîûÐ

3. Answer any one of the following question : 10�1=10

!˜Á¬!œ!…“þ öëöì„þyöì˜y ~„þ!Ý  ²ÌöìÙÀîû vþz_îû ”yç ­

(a) Critically explain Leibnitz' doctrine of monad. Is there

any difference between Leibnitz' doctraine of monad

and Democritus' doctrine of atomism? Give reasons

in favour of your answer. 6+4
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